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REV. R. H. 
SAWYER 



F THE "CHRISTIAN" CHURCH 
ON THE IMMORTALITY OF 



AND THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD. 



I have bow MBt I MtppOM for crit- 
Stem, an extract from the Anaconda 
(Montana) Standard, containing a 
sermon of Rev H. H. Sawyer, of the 

Christian (Campfcclllte) ch ' 

the immortality of the soul, and the 
existence of a God. 

Nearly all of the sermon is a string 
of school-boy "etoqanaa" the only at- 
tempt at argument being In the follow- 
ing two extracts: 

•The atheist boldly answers. 'No! 
Man lives but for a brief season, and 
dies like a beaut to livo no more— eat, 
drink and be merry, for to-morrow ye 
shall die.' 

"TU« Roma*. Empire listened to the 
atholstlc doctrine of Epicurus, anc 
sank into a state of immorality am 
shame unparalleled in the history oi 
other nations. The past century wit 

3d a repetition of the results o 

ring atheistic teachings In th< 
ly scenes of the French Revolu 
D'Alembert, Diderot, Voltalr. 
others tilled France with tht 
teachings of Infidelity and won het 
people away from a faith In God am 
hope of a future lite The streets o 
their cities rim red with blood. N( 
'a life was safe; no woman's vlr 
was respecteil; all industry wai 
paralysed— homes were aaglaetad, th< 

marriage relation was despised, and 
vice, crime, unnatural lust swayed the 
souls of men and instituted a reign of 
terror whoso watchword was atheism. 
Husband, father, will you accept the 
of atheism and sway your 
•ith the thought, that we live 
a timo and die like the beast? 
The history of all ages proves that to 
an of his hope of a life beyond 
Is to rob him of virtue, honor, truth. 
The hope of immortality and the prac- 
' - of morality are inseparable In the 



as history tells It. has boon told to 



It. 

For three hundred years before the 
French ^evolution, the government 
and the church, royalty and the 
priests, had been solidly united and 
the debauchery and lewdness that 



lets 



i hjatoi 



ilay 



i the fact 



that. 
) the li 



married it 
> right of the priest to have 
himself, the first night, 
condition of affairs went on 
until the people arose in a mass and 
killed S,000 priests and royal people. 

From that timo until the present 
day France has regularly advanced 
and has a government precisely like 
except that her senators are 
elected as we elect, congressmen, and 
there Is a growing tendency In this 
country to elect senators by the peo- 
- e Just as France does. 
As a result of this atheistic revolu- 
tion the people of Paris tore down the 
bastile, the famous prison, and sent 
'<ey to George "Washington, 
have seen the monument that 

the statue of the heathen god, 
airy, on top of it. anil 1 have seen 
hanging in Washington's 
. at Mount Vernon, 
nee gave to America the statue 
.Iberty enlightening the world," 
New York harbor and 



Mary and Martha and Lazarus 
Its happy inmates. But It is all 
dark now. The curtains are drawn and 
Hie friends tread softly as they come 
and go. With sad countenances and 
subdued tones they speak in their hon- 
efforts to comfort the grief strick- 
slsters. Lazarus is dead — yonder 
he tomb, wrapped In the cerements 
leatli his still, cold body has lain 
four days — nay. it Is a century 
to breaking hearts. But hear the 
(Is of Jesus of Nazareth 



"THE DAMNED STUFF 
ALCOHOL." 



CALLED 



I believe that alcohol, to a certain 
those who make 
, and those who 

drink it. 

I believe from the time It la 
from the coiled and poisonous v 
of the distillery until it empties into 
the hell of crime, death and dishonor, 
it demoralizes everybody that touches 
It. 

I do not believe that anybody ( 
contemplate the subject without 
coming prejudiced against this liquid 
crime. 

All you have to do Is to think of 
deaths — of the suicides, of the Ini 
Ity, of the poverty, of the ignorance, of 
the distress, of the little children tug- 
ging at the faded dresses of weeping 
and despairing wives, asking 
bread; or the men of genius it 
wrecked; of the millions who have 
struggled with imaginary serpents 
produced by this devilish thing. 

And when you think of the Jails, 
the almshouses, of the prisons, and of 
ths scaffolds upon either bank, 
not wonder that every thoughtful 
Is prejudiced against the damned stuff 
called alcohol. 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 



> Ihos. 



lis: 'Thy broth. 
Oh joy anil gladness! Oh hap- 

nnspeakablel Death shall 

triumph over life. A broken home 
ami shattered hearts shall lie restored 

My relations with the "Christian' 
urch have been such that 1 would 
iturally want to say all that I could 
r the Intelligence of Its communion, 
it there Is not a single broad-minded 
an among Its clergy. 
If all that "Rev." Sawyer here says 
were absolutely true It would be no 
argument, at all. to prove the exlst- 
of a God. 

s a question no more detormina- 
i of 



i thai 



ibitaiii! 



Wck. dlh'1 



Mats 



t that was ever born 
had been a bad man and every Chris- 
tian that ever lived had been a good 
man, or woman, the fact would not 
have the remotest hearing upon the 
questions of tlie immortality of the 



tl gill 



ed t 



i God 



the 



I gentleninn, thei 



■aching 



/.abeth CadJT Stanton and Herbert 
Silencer, the most distinguished Infi- 
dels of the world, tiave all died ' 



the villainy — generally 



.1 no sense whatsoever Is this gov- 
ernment founded upon the Christian 
religion."— Washington. 
"The c" 



I be absolute."— Garfield. 



COLLEGE of MF.DSGINE 
& SURGERY, Chicago 



Four years Graded Course 
Laboratories fully equipped 
Abundance of Clinical Material. 
PEE* MODERATE. 
Fall term opens in September. 
Write today for Catalog to 

FLORENCE DRESSIER, M. D. f So'cy 

(46.247 AaMand Ave O HM—* 



WHY MEN 



to do With it— Ministers 
ed for Preaching Only t< 
—Life too Strenuous C 
Week — Costs too Much S 
er— the Many Attraction 
Sunday Newspaper is An 



>day. 
irder 



»wn, anil arc building a mon 
ost $50,000 near Cincinnati. 
On the one hand, as represent lag 
hristlanlty. wo have fresh In 
llnds, all the villainies and intrigues 
eci in panylng the death of one pope 
nd uta election " 
xposure of the Christian rascal 
towte, with the papers reporting 
very week, the villainy oi some 

On the other hand, representing In- 
dollty, we have before us. the great 
OOd that the In fide s Carnegie, Edi- 
on. Herbert Spencer and Tolstoy are 
olng, or have done, for the world. 
,hl'e almost every week some pro- 
essor or president of some great col- 
pge or university is announcing his 
epudiation of ,.io Chrisitan religion, 
nd yet a man like Sawyer, sets him- 
elf up to be a teacher of the people, 
.that 

lleves In a Ood and a future life. 

He goes on about his seeing 
tie home in far off Bethany' 
gives the story of the resurrection of 
Lazarus as an evidence of a future 
life. 

he never was at Bethany 
and don't know anything about it 
cept what he has heard from some- 
body who was Interested to keep up 
" is same Christian religion. 

I have lately been at Bethany and 
have Just sent to a lady friend a little 
stone from the grave of L 



f the n 



ople 



> Betl 



ooking at us as if they thought 
a gang of superstltotis fools who had 
come thousands of miles to go down 
into that hole because we believed 
that a man had once risen from the 
dead there. 

Sawyer don't know anything ah 



tell j 
he did know 



i the t 



aba 

STORY OF GARDEN OF EDEN 

Obliterated by Evolution Says Rev. 
Dr. Savage. 

lew York. Dec. 14 — 

the life of the late Herbert Spen- 
the Rev. Dr. Mlnot J. Savage, in 
the Unitarian church of the Messiah, 
has given the theory of t 



(From Berlin (Conn.) News) 

INDIFFERENCE 
TO WORSHIP 



The great a 
the falling off 

more noticeably 



absorbing quest 



i thot 



trees, the most genera'ly accepted 
ison is that the age— the times in 
ich Ire live, have so changed, that 
liferent form of theology Is needed 
meet the demands of the more ad- 
nceil thought, etc. We append a 

i ■ample reasons a* given by some 



IhinK 'hat some members have hem 
driven away by the new theology." 
The Rev. l.onis It Rolden, Dr. Dav- 
enport's assistant, said rtliflnOj the 
transition from the old to the new 
theology that some people became 



THE BLADE 
WILL CONTINUE 



On Saturday night, December IttB, 
r. Hughes telephoned me that he 
had decided to continue the publica- 
tion of the Blade, 

If be had not decided to continue 
i publication I had about $70 due 

Behind the Bars, thai I Intended to 

to me from those" books, To'conti'nue 
the publication of the paper, and I 



the I 



idtag ( 



lenty 



ergy t 



tplritual side Is seriously neg 
lected. Several thiugs helped this 
state of affairs, among them the Sun- 
ay newspaper, the automobile, or 
devil wagon,'' as he ca led It, trolly 
cars ar.il too eager pursuit of wealth 



but i 



ild 



i the 



ealthy philanthropist 



Pulpit Has Not the Influence It Once 
* — rTadr 

rlev." Dr. Andersoki. pastor of the 
First Congregational church at Wat 
■rbury. last week expressed himell 
m the subject as follows: 'The num 

ing much. Even in Catholic churches 
■church attendance. especially 
among the young men, is increas' 
It is difficult to answer the quest 
What Is the reason for the deer 
la church attendance and a cot 
ponding Increase in the numhei 



onftned to churches in any one con 
ry. It Is the same in Europe as 
America, among Catholics as well t 
Protestants. Aaioag Protestants' at 
Catholics there is a drifting away 
TOSS eccleslasticism. but not from 
igion. The majority of the people 
.vlin remain away from church bs> 
leve in destiny, immortality, a 
tonal Ood, but do not beileve I: 
ending church. Of course the claims 
if the Catholic church upon Its I 
iers is different than that of the 
teatant church. A Catholic is i 

note obligation to attend i 

Furthermore. a thorough going 
tfHirch attendant, among the Cath< 
ics is a t borough believer in the in'.'a 
ibi'in of Hie church and of the in fai- 



nt course, 
bat what has occured lends me 
hope that they will. 

I want to express my gratitude, 
hich I am sure Mr. Huliges won 
•in me. to the Infidel paper! Hi 



ed f 



n'y 



that the Blade lias 
re as genuinely a 

orld has ever had 
proud o rthe fait 
these have been 



It 1* astonishing how many Ml 
who are oMar than I am— Hi! ft a 
the day upon which I write this: Si, 
day. December 10th, ItO!— are frteni 
oi this i>aper. 1 suppose though that 
this Is from the fact that I 
ably, the oldest o ftlie In Mil 
now that old Bro Green ha 

many of those win, Rave | 
money and their sympathy i 
alHu ing men. I am a'so proud of the 
fact that In the support of this paper 
there Is absolute'y no d iff. fence h,- 
tween the Nortli and the South. 



SHORT OF MONEY 

IS NEW POPE 

FI NAN CIAL AFFAIRS AT THE 
VaT~ICAN~SAID TO BE IN A ~ 
BAD WAY. 

WHERE IRISH CATHOLIC 

WOMEN'S MONEY GOES. 



Ivod. one might say. from hand to 
outh. 

Since the loss sustained by the Vat- 
ican administration of about $:>.u00 - 
inder the regime of Mgr. Fo'chl, 
It!]] Utter, after several thefts 
rge sums fn m his own private 
men's, pope I. eo grew diffident 



inistratlon of the church, because 
considered them safer In his own 
IStodjr, and ho four. I hiding places 
ir all these offerings ill the nooks 
id corners or his own apartment. 

From time to time, whenever an op- 
Htnnitj offered or a trusted messen- 
* like Dol Vat was available. Pope 
eo used to send large sum* for in- 
■stment in foreign hanks, especially 
i London, but of late years even this 
ractlce was discontinued. 
The consequences of this policy are 
ist now beginning to appear, and It 

n problem for Cardinal Del Val to 



)no explanation Is that the late 
» Often lent money to needy pre- 
es and cardinals and to a few for- 
;n princes and dispos sesse d pre- 
idors, besides granting loans to 
-era! noble families of Rome, 
ich, owing to the loss of the tem- 
ral power and their continued faith- 
ness to the old order of things, 
tnd themselves oil the brink. " 

ikrvyuf. " 

rwo of these families are the an- 
nl I nes of the Borgheoe and Massi- 
. the latter of which was enabled 
ki ■ p its famous s'ate carriage and 
appearance of style only through 
? generosity of Plus IX. and the 
e pope. 

["he Borghese family a'so had lost 
of its property through mistaken 
estmsnU in Roman real estate and 
s compelled recently to sell to the 
J Its nagnifleenl palace and the 
nous villa on the waVi of Rome. 



t the 



' Stat 



•ompe 



i for the 



illt for having "fore 
intelligent belief on the part of i 
body In the Garden of Eden. Adam 
Eve or the fall of man." "Evolutli 
he asserted, "has forever removed 
those stories, and kindred ones, to the 
land of myth where they belong." in 

including his remarks Dr. Savage 

Id: 

■■Humanity has been on this earth 
,-o or three hundred thousand years 
least. Humanity, however, slowly 



far off beginning then 
any fall. Evolution 1 
not the fall of man b 
man. That means the 
re of the 



then 



logy of 



aiming: It has got to come. 
• are thousands of churches to- 
il which the Eden story Is qulet- 
ferred to as though It were poet- 
r allegory. There are thousands 
hers where it is quietly lab 



former years. Among the working 
es the feeling is spreading that 
the church represents capital versus 
■. The working class, s have a 
certain dignity and like to dress as 
well and make as nice a showing on 
Sunday as otuer people. It is a wide 
•ead alienation from church going 
among the masses. The pulpit has 
the Iniluenco that it once had 
Protestants of New England 
were brought up to think that the 
' i part of the service was the sor- 
, Now the people do no* depend 
upon the sermon for knowledge. The 
pulpit las been replaced In this re- 
gard by the newspapers, books rnd 
agazines. A large amount of tb 
reaching Is upon subjects whos 
spirit is merely secu'ar." 

Invasion of a Materialistic Spint 
Rev. John G. Davenport, pastor i 
e Sec .ml Congregational church 



■. Saw 



telll 



I intelligent people know that the 
an Empire in its heathenism was 

greatest government that the 
d ever saw. and that during that 

it made the laws that the United 
M adopted and lives under to this 

and that when Home accepted 
Christian religion It degenerated 

ouo of the lowest of all goveru- 



"DOG FENNEL'S" 

Second Edition Has Finer Paper than 
the Fint Edition. 

You have seen that the flrst edition 
of Dog Fennel was gotten up in nl< 
style and I think was fully up to wh 
we promised. But the second editii 
Is gotten up on liner and more expen- 



f this paper are 
and Texas, whose sons stood on i 
lite sides in our civil wur. and tlurugb 
i have always lived in the South 
have Just as true friends .in, l us ataa] 
among the veterans of the I 
army, in our civil war. as if 1 hud a* 



I Inlldels who hi 



friends of the l!l;l I" who c 

sending their job printing 
ting new subsc ' :>•■ >i or ■ 

copy of Dog Fenm 
Bars, price $1 OSCD, 

The Blade wishes ill a Mm; 
Christmas ami a Hippy New Year. 



i the 



off I 



it transpires that the treas- 
ra stolen from nim, and that 

r ml peop'e If tried to hide 
SI in nooks and corners about 
u. But the holy gang of 
around him was too sly for 
fellow, ami kept tapping him 
bad nothing left, 
is i-nough to show that the 
is infested with a ravenous 
Mntla. 



1 they 



of 1 



i the! 



Id-U 



dse' 



It 



, the 



thtai 



the 



Behind tb. 



nding : 



l the n 



"I I 



The story of the French Involution, sumo price— $1.00. 



-church goers. This does 
not mean that the people are not so 
much Influenced by Christianity as 
in the past, but that there Is a grow- 
ing feeling that Christianity doesn't 
consist of church attendance solely, 

in' even 'day' 'life. Besid. s this grow 
ing feeiing 1 believe that the increase 
of non-cnurch goers may be attribut- 
ed to the Invasion 
per which looks nice but the reflec- spirit. Furthermore, Uu church 
lion rrom the glazing is. In an unfav- doesn't bold up thrmts as in days 
orable light, unpleasant to the eye, past. Fifty years ago the people 
and 'b j second edition has dead whlta eoinpell.d by theology to a 
paper that is thicker and heavier and church, but such theology i< 
be sold at the , taught to-day 



A BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL 

LESSON QUESTIONS. 

1. Where was Glbeon? 
a little north of Jem sali at. 

2. Who went up there? 

.1. What came to him? 
A dream. 

•i. Who spoke to him in the dream? 
The Lord. 

What did he wish to know? 
Solomon's chief desire. 
(». What was Solomon s reqUI st 
An understanding heart. 

7. Why did he ask that? 

8. Did that p ease the Lord? 
It did. 

9. Did the Lord answer the prayer'" 
Yes. 

10. What else did he give Boloaoat 
Riches uud honor. 



was the only meuna for dits. nonat- 



It 



. Shonl 
;et tire* 



tonor, but among the 
on'l seen to exist, 
formation ought to go 
dil Catholic Irish wash 
onatry, so they could 

broki 1 1 down Roman 
ley may he able to 

SaVS a sort o' poor 
year with no money 
; palace lull of hungry 

II y uiili 



Cathol 



bum-hug- 

il then old petticoats will have to 
psl into overalls and go to work. 

If it eou'd be generally known that 
hat Italian gang i f thieves Hist rob 

etch el her- rob even the holy pope — 
p. SDle would com, to their senses 
sometime, and dump the whole busi- 
ness. W. 



JUST A LITTLE STORY. 

Mv son. ft. l.eland Moore, trave's 
for a clothing house. The clerk of 
the b st In tel in Kuoxville, Tenn., Is 
a good friend to liim. and always cal ■ 
his H I. eland." My son was In the 
hotel lately and that e'erk said to 
bin "it. LelaC ' sfy son was in tho 
Reverend Moore at Kentucky?" 

s; he Is related to 



unity. 



'ell. he 



the 



y son said. "Thank you for the 
compliment. That is what we think. 
He is my father." 

The clerk caught my son by the 
bund with both of his bands and con- 
gratulated him most cordially. My 
son loaned him a copy pf "Dog Fen- 
nel." The clerk had trf rise at Ave 
o'clock in the morning but he read 
Dog Fennel until three c' ' 




ttLTJE GRASS BIjADE. 



CHRISTMAS 



ONLY A SUN FESTIVAC CELEBRA- 
TING THE BIRTH OF 
THE YEAR. 

And Marking That Point of the Sun's 
Passage When It Enters the 
Rings of Saturn. 

Every one who understands* the 



"Hie Children of Israel." moans the 
stars of the heavens; "the TW* 
Tribes of Israel." the twelve signs 
constellations through which the s.... 
passes la its annual course These 
correspond in the Christian laith 
the twelve Apostles which are J 
salifications of the twelve months „. 
the vear. The word "saint means 
"a star," every one of the anee 
"Saint nays" of the Chrlsti 
church then, is "a star day. a 
marks a certain Important point 
the sun's passage. 

If the reader has never thought 
this let him consult any almanac a 
studv the rude zodiacal plate on l~- 
insi.ie of the fly-leaf Millions of peo- 
p e look upon this pace and 
dream of the mystery wrapped 
it. They know that it is an a 
omical tahle. hut never suspe 
qoMUOB what the list of the 
Dnvs" printed below the cut h 
do 'with such an abstract scien 



* per- 



and 



wish Jesi; 
dispute i 



existed or not. 
chiefly confined to 
of the world, and it is not out 
proportion to say that there are 
many truly great men dispute his 
latanoa as there are truly great men 
who affirm that he lived. The belief 
of the Christian masses cut no fig 
ure in the dispute at all. They only 
know and believe what they have 
been told, and their opinions one way 
or the other, amount to nothing, roi 
every Origin who claims his existence 
there has been a Celsus to deny it; 
for everv Cyril, an Hypatia; for every 
Luther a Haeekle; for every Ca vin 
a Vo'taire; for every Manning a Hux- 
ley: for every Wesley, a Paine 
everv Talmage. an Ingersoll. 

The balance of judgment is al 
on the side of the doubter, bee 
he is disinterested and unprejudiced. 
He does not depend upon the ma 
tainance of the existence of Jesus. 
I llTlBg or as the means to acquire 
eial position and honor. The doub 
investigates both sides, the beliei 
does not. 

The student of comparative n 
glims knows that there have been I 
teen Saviors who have appeared 
various times to various races 
men. All alike had the same mlr; 
tilous birth, all had the same name of 
-jp-atiipr— Mava^MajJJl Myrrha. 
rlam. etc.; all were horn on DaUBUI' 
her the 25th: the birth of each w 
announced by a star; each alike w; 
visited by wise men who brought go! 
frank Incense and other gift3: eai 
babe had Its life threatened and its 
parents were compelled to flee; each 
one at school surprised his masters 
with his learning; each declared his 
Divine nature, and his mission as the 
Savior of mankind: each was tempt 
ed of the Devil: each was baptized of 
the Holy Ghost; each performed l 
aclns: each taght the same doct 
—renunciation of the world, giving up 



each selected twelve disciples at 
commanded them to go into the wor 
and preach to all nations; each d 
( lured that his words were true, ar 
that heaven and earth would pai 
awav. but his words would not pai 
away each of these Gods remained 
single and disavowed marriage: each 
made a triumphant entry Into the 
heavenly capitol, Jesus on an ass. 
Huddha on the horse Kantako. etc.; 
each died, came to life and was trans 
figured. 

A thousand other ana'ogues could 
be given, but these are sufficient. 
Tliev are well known to every one 
who dares to read and think for him- 
self. Thev know that the later Sa- 
viors must be plagiarisms of the first 
—that the first cannot be analogue- 
ot the last. 

That all of these different Savior 
should have been born on the Mtfc 0 
December, in the same mlraculou 
manner, having the same name o 
mother, the same conditions of birt: 
—the stable, the star and the visits 
of the wise men. leads every com- 
mon sense person to inquire wherein 
Jesus is unlike any of the Saviorr 
who preceded him; wherein he wa 
greater, wiser or more divine? Tin 
Testament gives us no data of thi 
birth or even of the existence of 
Jesus. "In fjose days came Jesus, 
and "It came to pass" is the onl) 
information given by which we may 
determine births or historical wr ' 
The mention of Jesus in Jusephi 



It 



by 



Dr. Lardner and every other pro 
nent theologian in the world. The 
small fry keep still about it. and 
never mention Josephus. They 
know that school boys know better 
but are willing to let the cheat live 
and circulate. 

The best scholarship affirms that 
Jesus is only an analogue of Buddha 
and other Saviors. Everything he 
■Bid and did was said and done be- 
fore him by others. Confucius spoke 
the Golden Rule, and the whole 
• Sermon on the Mount" is found in 
his writings. It Is the greatest ima- 
ginable imposibillty, that all these 
Cod-men who appeared in different 
countries and to different People 
speaking different languages, should 
l„. so much alike and teach the same 
doctrines in almost the same words 
To all those who have studied Sun 
worship and Bible astronomy. Jesus 
and his twelve Apostles are regard- 
ed only as impersonations of the Sun 
ami the twelve signs of the Zodiac. 
It is the same, old repetition of Her- 
cules .the Sun-god and his twelve la- 

b °"j-13-S," the root of the 



Jes-us." means "the Sun"— the Di- 
me mil ure from which a l life pio- 
.•eds. The word Christ is tak< n from 
the llindoosiane The Hindu Christ- 
ni said and did all that the Jewish 
Jesus said and did. The word "Christ" 
means "a good man." and was used 
as an inscription upon Creek tomb 
stones, thousands of years, before the 
Jewish Jesus was suposed to have 
lived. Those inscriptions in English 
would read like this. "John Smith— 



the Tropic of Cancer. This Is th©| 
high mountain upon which he was \~* 
and dure tempted by the devil. 
Is from this high point that the Si 
looks upon all the nations of the 

hind me Satan." describes darkm 
following upon light. Here Is where 
he sits in judgment upon the 
dividing the good from the ba. 
shepherd divides the sheep fn 
goats. And the sheep. Ariel 



■ Sin 



the I 



JE-S." In Latin, the root of the 
word Jesus" and the common Chris 
Man svmbol "I-H-8" In Greek, are ex 
actlv the same letters. It will be 
noticed that this "I-H-S" Is pictured 
over a cross, with "the Sun" in the 
background. This symbolizes the Sun 

equator. The picture of Jesus upon a 
cross, with the Sun In the back 
ground, representing the crucifixion is 
onlv a personification of the Sun's 
passage across the equator. Crucify 
and eiessify are the same words. The 
feast of the Passover was given in 
it of spring. 



i the Sun I 



1 the Rat 



The symbol. "I-H-S." which Is gl 
n to the educated to mean "Jesus 
lominnm Salvator— Jesus the Savior 
if men, and to the ignorant, as stand 
ng for "I Have Suffered." happens al 
o to be the monogram of the Sun-god 
iacchus. who was also called "Iesus, 
ind who lived, or was supposed t, 
lave lived, thousands of years before 
he Jewish Jesus. The "I-H-S" Is still 
ound engraven upon the temples 
reeted to Bacchus just as It is found 



New Testament, is so frequently call 
ed "The Sun of Righteousness"; again 
he savs of himself, "I am the Light 
and the Life. I am the Light that 
lighteth every man Into the world," 
which is all lierally true, for with- 
out the light on the Sun. there can 
be no life, and no man can come into 
the world. 



of t 



mid 



nformation tl 

iroving that J 

lerSOniflCatlOO of the Sun. and that 
,.s tewlve Aposlles personify the 
wclve signs of the Zodiac. 

As Jesus, the Sun. passes through 
hese twelve signs, he takes upon 



of the 



I it ( 



the 



■ the 



The 

of the vear; the winter month! 
hell of the year. The Prince of. Dark- 

of Light, ever following 



night folio 



ng at^P*»e€ 



t ft* 



Beginning at the 21st of March, 
.Iesus. the Sun. is crucified, or cross- 
ified. that is. he is on the equator or 
cross. He has returned from the un- 
t.er world, or the hell of winter, and 
ushers in the spring. He is now in 
thp sign of Aries, the Lamb, and he 
lakes upon himself the character of 
a shepherd. He is "the Lamb of God, 
tnat taketh away the sins of 
wor.i.," or the distresses of the 
ter months. He is now pictured as 
a shepherd, with a lamb about his 
neck, and a Sun about his nead. Ev 
ery one is familiar with the picture. 

We will now go with him through 
each of the other eleven signs, ex- 
plaining briefly a few of the myster- 
ious iiible savings and illustrations 
as connected with the life of Jesus, 
ii would require a volume to tell it 
all. From the Sign of the Umb he 
next enters the constellation of "Taur- 
us the Bull." the Zodiacal sign for 
the month of April. In April the eartl 
ll clothed anew in its verdure, flower 
spring, buds open and all nature i 
icvivified It is the month of lov 
and of copulation among birds an> 
beasts. The bull Is selected to syir 
bolize this month of vigor, hecaus 
of his urgent and amorous nature 
The Egyptians placed garlands o 
flowers about the horns and neck o 
the Bull Apis, and led him in procet 
■IMS, when they celebrated the! 



Thus 



■nters the sign G 
for It is not to h 
assumes 'he chara 
pases through 



symbolized the 



> read from the Bi 



? Tw! 



of wboi 



These 



laid: 



Suffer little childi 
me. for of such is the Kingdom Ot 
heaven;" which is literally true, foi 
the Sun is now high up In the suminei 
months, the heaven time of the year 
These are also the little boys whe 
;ed the old bald head prophet 
■r. and said 1 iio up Bald-head!' 
ip Bald-head!" that Is go back tc 
cave in the North, for it is no-* 
Maytime. and the Sun has shorn yot 
of your strength, robbed you of youi 
hair. And two bears, Ursa Major and 
Una Minor, appear and chase the 
children. Look at your Zodiac and 
you will see that the constellation of 
tul two beam, Ursa Major and Minor 
seem to be chasing the Geminll, the 

Jesus the Sun, now passes Into the 
•oust, lation of "the Crab," which is 
:he presiding genius for the month 
jf June. In this constellation Is also 
lilctured the constellation of "the 
\ss." As Jesus enters this month he 
s supposed to mount the Ass and ride 
Into Jerusalem, the heavenly city. 
This is when he comes in glory, for 
he reaches his throne, or his highest 
altitude on the 21st of June, touching 



the l 



t this i 



Qich 



Here, he gets off the ass, and passi 
in into the next constellation of "Li 
he Lion." the presiding genius f. 
luly. Now, "Jesus is a roaring Llo 
•horn he may devour." 



luly 



Lio 



nds 



the fierce face ani 
Lion. It is In thl 
leaves his junglei 
M hte valleys, kill 



ing and dev 

Again. Jesus is "tlx 
tribe of Judiah." Tin- 
here means "constellat 
"Judah" means "July." therefore when 
the dear Sumla> school children sing 
tnat old song, "He's the Lion of Ju- 
dah." the poor little ignoramuses Bar- 
er dream they are singing about "Leo 
the Constellation of July" neither do 
the grown-up Innocents. "Leo" is also 
a common name, assumed by the 
Vicegerents of Jesus, the Sun. They 
are all the same mythical Leo. 



this constellation of Virgo, the Vir- 
gin, is also the constellation of the 
figure, 



Thli 



apacity oi 
ithout maintaining th< 
tions of one. As the constellations 
are fixed, the Virgin and the Hus 
Landman like the Crab and the Ass 
in the constellation of June nius- 
travel together. This Is all the theo 
logical Virgin th 



She 



the Sun-gods, symbolizing the n 
period of the earth s productlv 

Jesus, the Sun, now passes into 
"Libra, the Scales," which is the Zo- 
diacal sign for the month of Septem- 
ber. The Sun is on the equator again 
in this month. He is again crucified 
or crossified. Remember the Bible 
speaks distinctly of two crucifixions. 

byMw'o'pictures. In one of which Mary 
stands next to the cross, which repre- 
sents the Autumnal crucifixion, be 
cause August, the Virgin, stands next 
to the month of September. In the 
other. Mary is not pictured in the 
scene, because the month of August 
the Virgin, does not stand next to 
the month of March, at which time 
the Vernal Crucifixion occurs. Sep- 
tember Is the month in which the 
grape ripens and is pressed into wine 
To drink of the wine is to drink of 

Sun's, b loods. J.-su.- is «hsv t 
from the cross and buried Wnff 
three months, corresponding- J to 
tmee days of Bible mention. He has 
passed from life (summer) unto death 

He enters October, which is presid- 
ed over by "Scorpio, the Worm," "the 
Worm that never dieth." A few 
months ago he was a lamb, or a shop 
herd among lambs, then a bull, then 
sitting among the little children, then 
going up to Jerusalem on an ass then 
a roaring lion, now "a worm that nev- 
er dieth." which Interpreted means 
that though he has been crucified, and 
hnriod under the equator, in the grave 
of winter, his light, though feeble, 
still shines, and he does not die. 

He next passes into the gloomy 
month of November, whose presiding 
genius is Sagittarius, the half man 
and half horse. This is the month 
in which the hunting season begins 
Sagittarius is drawing his bow in the 
act of shooting game. Phillip and Nim- 
rod "the mighty hunters before the 
Lord" were this same Sagittarius 
This is the month of Paul, and the 
fun's victory in passing through this 
month, and overcoming death, Is il- 
lustrated by knocking Paul from his 
horse. Pharoh. the man on horseback 
is also this same Sagittarius and the 
Suns victory over this gloomy month 
is sung by Miriam— "Sing ye unto the 
I^ird. for he hath triumphed glori- 
ously the horse an. rider he hath 
thrown into the sea." that is. Into 
the horizon, Into which Sagittarius 
descended and disappears. How will 
the reader explain this strange say- 
ing, the Lord, himself, speaking the 
words? "I delight not in the legs of 
a man. neither do I take pleasure in 
the strength of a horse." Interpreted, 
this means, that he liketh not the 



igaln. in Revelations we find, 
and beheld a white horse; ai 
.... that sat on him had a bow; and 
crown was given unto him; and he 
went forth conquering and to con- 
quer." Wfcat figure Is this, but Sagit- 
tarlus, the horse, the man and the 



nth of burial to pass t 



Mgh, 



stmas time . 
o much In preface to explain, 
w in December, the Zodiacal 
which is "The Coat, Capri- 
On the 21st of thli 



cllvl 



He 



_J of the 25th. on which 
Jesus the Sun is born. The days grow 
longer and the nights shorter. He 
starts forward again to repeat his an- 
nual career of birth and life and death. 

fe and a new year is now aa- 



The 1 



Ala I 



bolized by "The Goat.' tlat 
of blood stirring impulses, he turns 
his face toward the new yioar, In the 
direction of the sun's travel, and 
rises upon his haunches ae in the 
act of sexual approach. This wlllj 
' by those who 



. happens that all the Pagan 

from which we get our rellg- 



iinderstand Phallic worship. So the 
21st day of December Is the birth- 
day of Jesus Instead of the 25th, and 
should he the Christian's Christmas. 

Wet it 

nations, from 
ion. were Sun- 

lirated the birth of the Sun on the 
25th for this reason; It was not tint I 
four days after the Sun had tuuchei 
the Tropic of Capricorn .that the; 
were able to perceive that the d'ay: 
were growing longer, and they wen 
assured of the return of the Sun, at 
which time the Sun enters the Rings 
of Saturn. Even ii.cn there wen 1 
doubters that the lxird had risen, ami 
it was not. until three days lati 



The church even to-day celebrates the 
L'Sth as "St. Thomas' Day." the Doubt- 
ers' Day. The ancient Arabians had 
the aaae day worship. Tadmuz, the 
Doubter's day. From Tadmuz we get 
Thomas. The Pagan Romans cele- 



in honor of the Sun's entrance into 
the Kings of Saturn. When the Chris- 
tians came Into power they tried to 
break up this national feast of Satur- 
nalia, and institute the 21st as the an- 
nual feast dav in honor of the birth of 
Jesus, the Christian's Sun. This they 
fO'ind as difficult, of accomplishment 
as any foreign power would have In 
restraining the American people from 
celebrating the Fourth of July. 

Failing to change the Roman mind 
the Christians finally yielded to the 
Pagan will, and adopted the 25th the 
feast dav of Saturnalia, as the birth- 
dav of their Christ. As the Pagans 
became Christianized the feast of Sat- 
urnalia, in time, became only a mem 
orv and finally disappeared as such. 
The Christian religion had spread 
and the observance of the day had 
become so universal no further at- 
tempt was ever made to change it to 
its true astrnomtcal date. To have 
done so at any time in the late cen 
tnries would have precipitated inquiry 
and would have exposed to mankind 
the whole Pagan origin of Christian 
ity. They are too wise for that. 

The Stin next enters the month of 
January, the month of John, the first 
month, the forerunner, the John who 
c ame baptizing. It Is the rainy month, 
the flood time of the year. Its pre- 
siding genius is "Aquarius," from 

Aquarius is represented as kneeling 
and pouring water from a pitcher, 
in symbol of the flood time, the over- 
flow' of the Nile, the Gauges, and the 
Euphrates. It is also the lonnes of 
the Creeks, the Oannes of the Egy 
tians. the Jonah of the Ephesiaiis. tl 
Janus of the Romans, from the laitt 
ot which we get the name January. < 



Jesus, the Hun. next enters the con- 
itellation of "Pices the Fish." the gen- 
us of February. Here is where he 
alls In with the Fishermen. Here is 



they fall to eating mutton. The Sut 
is now back into the month of March, 
from which we started. Jesus is again 
a shepherd among the lambs of 
March. He is again the Lamb of God. 
which taketh away the sins of the 
world (the evils of winter). ^ 

this who will not believe a word of 
it because they do not understand a 
word of It: but they wil believe all 
the theologians tell them about the 
Bible, who understand it so well that 
they continually divide up Into sects 
and dispute about it. 

J. B. WILSON. M I) 
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HOW TO HELP 



THE BLADE WITHOUT ANY COST 
TO YOURSELVES. 

talnly the present financial 
les of the Blade have ehowTi that 
are some people, men and wo- 
old and young, that are devot- 
edly attached to this paper, and are 
willing to make sacrifices for It. 

Strange as it may appear while the 
Bade Is nearly, or quite, breaking 
down for want of support, I be!le\ 
there arc more people who reall 
and unselfishly, love this little pain 



If ther 



i tell ; 



i p'an 



which you can greatly assist the 
Blade without any sacrifice of your 
money, time, or labor, it seems to me 
night all to combine to do 



he about 4,(100 regular 

he Blade there are fully 

haf have the writer's own printing 

lone on its envelopes and letter heads. 
_nd, of course they and many other 
of the Blades friends have printing 

jne at their own homes. 
There are then, say 2,u00 of the 
Blade's friends who have printing 

You have probab y seen In the 
Blade, a letter from a gentleman in 
Nebraska, who had had some print- 
lone in the Blade office. The gen- 



; he 



istie 



■ver had done, and his complicated 
mall) ail would indicate that he had 
i great deal of it done. 

Each one of you thinks that your 
>wn little printing wont amount to 
myth ing. and each of you will think 
hat we will never notice about you. 
md that we can get along without 

leople who write to us on printed let 
er heads, and with advertisements 
in their envelopes would give this 
vork lo Mr Hughes, it, of itself, 
vould almost make a living for him. 

IU all try it, and if you 



Jol 



will 




lo, 

hom. s or on a postal card to me 
Blade, and give him a fine lot of Job 
work? If you have any doubt about It 
Just try him on a small Job for an 



Mr. Hughes Is splendidly equipped 
to do Job work well and cheap. 

Please don't forget about this 
merely Ignore It. but take some pa 
at least to give him a trial. 



SOME THOUCHTS 
ON CHRISTMAS 

By Josephine K. Henry. 

N.\i Friday the Christian w 
will celebrat the blrthway of t 

know the history^ the Chrlatlai 
liglon know that Jesus was NOT I 
on December 25th. and that there Is 
no evidence in the literature of I 
world outside of the New Testament 
that He was ever born at all. 

Christmas is really a survlva 
the heathen festival among the ( 
called Yule, anil by the Romans 
arnaila celebrating the turning p 
of the year, and the henceforth 
creasing power of the sun. 

Next Friday the children of the 
Christian world will be told that that 
day is the birthday of their Savior 
. Iesus Christ, and old Santa Claus. 

back, will cut up his antics in the 
Christian churches to make the chil- 
dren believe that Kris KTingle is real- 
ly the old man that comes down the 
chimney and fills their stockings As 
far as the truth of their existence is 
concerned Jesus and Santa Claus are 
both oft the same piece of goods. 
Neither one ever existed, but by ec- 
clesiastical and civil laws these myths 
have been foisted upon the minds of 
children as truths for ages. 

To teach children the Truth about 
Jesus or Santa Claus would destroy 
rich ecclesiastical and commercial 
sinecures. In the Christian world 
financial considerations are of vastly- 
more import than Truth. 

When the whole Christian system 
rests upon falsehood, deception and 
avarice, and children are reared In 
such an atmosphere is it any wonder 
the world swarms with hypocrites, 
liars, defaulters and robbers? Every 
cause produces its effect, and all the 
gods and saviors in the religious cal- 
endar cannot alter or destroy this 
natural law. 

One falsehood neens a '.?glon of 
others to cover it up, and preachers 
and parents have told millions bf 
falsehoods to children to cover up 
their stories about Jesus and Santa 

As children grow up they And out 
that they were imposed upon 1n in- 
fancy and that Santa Claus was a 
myth, but they are taught that It is 
a sin to question the story of Jesus, 
though they have never had. and 
never can have the slightest evidence 
that had multiplied material evidence 
that there is a Santa Claus. 

If the churches held Truth alone 
sacred they would never allow a San- 
ta Claus to amble about in the 
'" 'fuu ' r.i a j. *' "5fi:ii. " 0 *i 0 i ° ;' r i r i 

tain Jesus has never presented him- 
self to prove his existence. 

It is said that Jesus told the people 
who lived in His day that He would 
come again during their lives, but 
He did not come, and 2,000 years 
have rolled away and He has never 
come yet. Jesus said he came "to 
" There is no proof that 



. of bill 



to-day. The sins of the centuries 
and not a few of them are the sins 
and crimes of Christians, are piled 
mountain high on poor Jesus, and if 
the Christian religion exists for 2,000 
years longer Jesus will never be able 
to remove the sins that have been 
placed on Him up to this time while 
they are still being piled on Him at 
an alarming rate. 

•Jesus paid it all" rings through 
i uriata&dOU and the carnival of 
crime remains at high tide. 

The manner in which many Chris- 
tians celebrate their Savior's birthday 
gives evidence that they believe that 
•Jesus will wipe their sins away," 
and they proceed to need His ser- 
vices. Watch the press next week, 
and aaa what will be done both in and 
out of the cnurches. 

The chapter of debauches, brawls, 
tights and murders, the heavy busi- 
ness at the police courts will show 
how the Savior's birthday Is kept by 
the hilarious element who worship 
at the shrines of King Jesus and 
King Alcohol. The rich will stimu- 
late trade by giving feasts and ex- 
changing costly presents lor which 
thev expect returns while the poor 
ape the rich by buying a lot of 
hies* trash they cannot afford to 
that will land in the garret or 
ige tub before the holidays are 
The paupers will stand in line 
receive a good square meal. In 

nan I' the Savior, though this 

Savior does not seem to know they 
are living and are hungry the other 
;ji;4 days in the year. 

To the average parents Christmas 
is a nightmare, as it is a hard strug- 



Wlfh its hundreds of ml lions or 
untaxed property, wrung from the 
labor of the poor anil the ignorant it 
ran certainly afford at Christmas to 
dole out popcorn and sorghum candy 



r th< 



ha 



memorial been celebrated as the 
birthday of Cods. It is not only ob- 
served by the Christians as the birth- 
day of Jesus Christ. It is the birth 
day of many heathen Gods and this 
festival was observed by the Pagans 
centuries before Jesus is said to have 
appeared. It is the birthday of llor 
us. Mithras. Hercules Adonis or Bac- 
chus. Apollo. Odin and many others 

In the New Testament Malbew and 
Luke alone give accounts of the birth 
of .Iesus. and neither or them can be 
relied on as evidence. This is ad- 



reast. and did not observe it. During 
Cromwell's reign in England they for- 
bade the celebration of Chrislmas. 
Many people were mobbed for attend- 
ing church on that da> 

The edict was issued in England In 
1047 abolishing Chrismas, Easter. 

mince pies and decorated their 
houses could not sit In Parliament. 

But the restoration of King Charles 
was alFo the restoration of King 
Christmas and tin- Presbyterians of 
this day have repudiated the edicts of 
their fathers, and all Christians join 



have its feasts and merrymaking ami 
o remember those whom po\erl> 
forces to fast, but why should these 
things be done in Hie name of a 
myth that has floated down the cen- 
turies and children taught things as 



II be proves? 

it professes to do. we would 
no poor holding out their with- 
hands to receive alms from the 
fed Christians. It is not a tenth 
J amount spent in indulgence. 



stall 

of 111, 

If t 



porting religion, were used to relieve 
the pressing needs of the peop'e who 
support them we would need no way- 
farer's rests and associated charities 
The social features of t iiristmas 
are well enough if we could ellml- 



ed < 



in j 1 1 



place 



toy civilization. 
Christmas is a statutory holiday in 
all the States of the union except 
Mississippi, Nevada and Kansas. 
Here again is a union of church and 
State. The State Legislatures trample 
on the Constitution by appointing re 
llgious fast or feast days, and the 
most expensive and demoralizing one 
In the calendar is December 25th 
7lafm~d "roTfie'- HWhdnyi ll 1 JfWW wfr*. 
Nazareth of whom it i* written: 

"Christ was born at Bethlehem" 
"Ring out the old. ring in the new 
Ring out the false, ring in the True." 
Versa s, Kentucky. Daft 16, tOt 



Main 



, pro\ 



• Christina 



ana Bare a rap for their sufferlngi 
At Christmas the Sunday school I 
loming. The pupils swarm aroun 
ie Christmas tree and sing wit 



Hut tin angels and new born King 
re not a circumstance in their estl- 
»ation to the presents Santa Claus 



for 



y Christians celebrate the birth 
Ir Savior by drinking more alco- 
holic drinks, painting more towns and 
noses red and eyes black and blue 
In the Christmas holidays than any- 
other three months In the who e year. 

The charity dispensed at Christ mas 
Is all very well, as the Bible says: 
" ays with you." 
but If Christianity Inculcated Justice, 
kindness and love one to another why 
should Christendom swarm with pau- 
pers when the church is the richest 



ROME CON- 
GRESS FUND 



It is the desire that Dr J. B. Wil- 
son represent American Freethought 
at the World's Congress of Freethink- 
ers to be held ic Rome, Italy, next 
September. Dr. Wilson is president 
of the National Liberal Party and is 
eminently qualified to participate In 
the deliberations at the Congress. On 
his return from Rome the Doctor will 
write a book embracing his exper- 
ience and proceeding of the Con- 
gress, and It Is needle,-,8 to speak of 
the Doctor's versatility and ability to 
write such a book. 

The price of the book will be one 
dollar, and as the expense will be very 
heavy It Is hoped that, all who are 
able will subscribe for as many books 
as possible. 

All money received is deposited in 
Tae Central Trust and Safe Dtposlt 
Company, of Cincinnati, and will be 
acknowledged through the Blade. 

Contributions and subscriptions 
(with and without money) will be re- 
ceived by the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Liberal Party. Address: 
MORRIS SACHS, 

Atlas Bauk Bldg.. Cincinnati, O. 

Condition of Fund. 

Previously acknowledged ttt/0 M 

Amount in bank 74 00 

Mrs. A. DePeatt. Ashland Ore., 1; 
N. T. Harris. Tuscaloosa. Ala. 1; J. 
A. Oman!) 111. Clinton, la., 2. ptf: Wade 
H. Morgan, Stinnett. Ky . 1. pd: W. .1. 
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SEVEN REASONS WHY. 

You should order of. Wettstein: 1. 
My experience as a Jeweler and Dia- 
mond Merchant. 2. My established 
skill as a Watchmaker and Designer, 
a. My artistic qualifications In select- 
ing latest and finest goods 4 Mv 
proximity to Chicago markets where 
I select what you order from largest 
stocks, fresh and new. 5. Because I 
do not carry stock to get old and lose 
money on, and no dead book accounts. 
6. Because I buy and' sell for cash 
only, obtain test discounts and there- 
fore need not add big profits to cover 
big losses. 7. Because I lead In low 
prices and the dealer who leads de- 
serves your favors. Correspond with 
me and obtain my prices and tract. 
"Theism in the Crucible," free. F 
manent now at No. 110 N. Kensl 
ton awenue, LaOrnnge. Cook county," 
HI. OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
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SHORT 
LETTERS 



Hartford City. tnd. I will give $10 

taritary I. Mtd fitipMeete tne vaoam 
during tlii rear to keep the banner 

of yonr fenrless Blade Buttering. In 
the breeze another year. I fully BP" 
predate tin- gravity <il' the situation 

indifference pi Tmit i in- Hade to aban- 
don the the light for rreedon and 
right Wt spent three years In an ed- 
itorial chair and |10 every week to 
keen it going and flnn'iy retired to 
the quiet "f farm ,|r ''. w,,n a '°* R 
of |2.r>nfi. one thousand besides re- 
mained In the treasurer's pockets of 
my highly esteemed countrymen who 

probably laughed heartily at our sim- 
piieiiy. However, we never crj orer 
spilt milk and simp!y allude to the 
matter Hint your readers ran see 
"there are others". If deemed po'ltlfl 



mid i 



liave never lei nn opportunity 
argue W side of the questli 
where I have found tliey wo 

argue the question, i would 

them with ridicule, that weapon 
will always put the foe on the d 
slve. reeilBg that you MUST 
ceeil in keeping the Blade hefon 
public, am respect, ully yours.—? 
9 \\ W WISI.KY. 



Snn Francisco. Cal— Enclosed post 
Aire order for five subscription pos- 
al rards anil you can send five more, 
will probably Ret rid of them some- 
time, tend ,pie Ml more (dados of 



give 



the Blade, in 
the right step 
Wishing you 
WILLIAM 



pebble and five Blade* of Wilson am 
and oirard College, fat the beJane 

of the one dollar please extend m: 

Blade, from September, as far it wll 



Tie i 



i to 



be able to meet our friends in St. 
Utuis. next year, fan any one tell 
me where 1 can set the book "Papa's 
Own Ctrl"? It was once Riven a* a 
premium for the Truth Better It is 
a Krand Freethought novel. I want it 
for my little sirl. I remain as ever, a 
true believer- -MRS KITTIE II AV 
HNS. 

Florin. Cal— Enclosed 25 cents for 
the Blue Grass Blade for three 
months Why don't, you inform us 
what kind of a farming country the 
Holy Land is? GHbbOU says it is a 
barren country and incapable of sup- 
porting the population the Bible says 



Cincinnati, Ohio.— Knrlosod please 
find my check for $2 on the Blade's 
prop, sition. I will send yon a name 
for the second Blade in the near fu- 
ture. I hope this proposition will be 
sucessful and the Blade will live until 
it will be read like a Cincinnati dally, 
and then all danger of stopping its 
publication will be past— A. KAP 
LUN. 



IK>reh.-st 

press order for $2.60. 

subscription until May 1!)<i.>, 
IW subsrrlher. Dr. Thomas 
irda, Oblong, Ills, and I 
uts for extn' papers. I sei 
' to friends who would I 
em direct from your office i 
k'lili.iihood talk, hut they 
t them. I hope to do more 

rj -JAMMfJM LYON 



can do now. It Is a shame that an; 
uot'essed Literal will take a pape 
til bout paying for it in advance. 



Mavsville. Ky — I want to see you 
comment on Judge Harbrsolt's school 

decision in the Blade.— L, kosbr. 

Balm, Fla. — I note the proposition 
or the committee and enclose check 
"for $?> to be used as follows; one dol- 
lar to extend subscription, one dollar 
to PM subscription for the Blade to 
A. C. Clarke. Sunip.crvillc, Fla.. and 
one dollar In be used by you. and if. 
in future yon can pav it to me. in 
some kind id' literature you can do so 
when I desire, 1 will make the selec- 
tion. The understanding is that if 
the Blade does not live through the 
crisis the check is to be returned. I 
want the Blade that is sent to Judge 
A. C. C'arke to be mailed as a Christ- 
mas present. Re is 70 years of age 
and will read Bog Fennel on Christ- 
mas duv. The Judge is County Judge 



• Btu< 



lop. 



of the suuHcribors that Is able will 
send in whai they can spare to keel 
it up. You will find enclosed a livi 
dollar bill, (live one to Dr. Wi son'. 
Koine Fund and keep the other lou 
to help lift the debt on the Dade. W. 
are net rlen but we would hale to sei 
Hie little Blade stop. Hoping to Ilea 



he "Be (!< 
"Miss O. 
w that 1 I 
"n my room? 



I read IT. - JOHNSON. 



Sorletv" 
."? How 

the late 

She must 



I. — I 



Hoi 



s gifts- 
Christ 



though we don't b. 
re should -remember the Blade in 
ome way I, for one. do not want 
o see the Blade go down, as I consld- 
T it an honest expounder of the ui 
:nowal>e If. after death, theft 
hould happeu to be an accounting. 

- elean as thos, of I );is id. Al.i aliam 
ad liosen ours could not be worse, 
sow you may credit my account with 
12 and if the Blade lives, send it one 
ear after my present term expires 
ml do as you please with the extra 
lollar W B. YOUKO 



Cllnh 



m. Iowa.- Enc.osed p ease fim 
m-der for $2 and it is for tht 
one year due and the otbei 
r youraHtf. Tell Mr. Moore h. 
ar from me Boon as I have 
Dug Fennels' to get from him. 
diame that all can not give $2. 

"'" kind rw 



the fumi'y. I am very truly yours- 
.1 V. BARBORKA. 

Comment— Those of us who wer 
at the Lexington Congress wi . n 
member Bro Barborka as the harpb 
wliu plaved for us on that occasioi 
and the sweet little lady. Miss Ma 
golin. from Paris. Ky.. who p ayed th 
violin for us, I have a splendid larg 
picture of Barborka and his harp the 
hangs iii inv par'or. and only a day <i 
M before I gOl this letter I was lol 
ing at it and said to my wife that 



Wli 



I i 



i r>og Per. 



ever heard except Miss Margolin and 
Darhorha and Ap Thomas on the harp. 

and Emma Abbott in the M I 

Song" in Mikado. 

Sl''\](.lli 1 s''co!l l g'r'ess''or the h. P. — 
don't eost a cent— got barrels of 

■ v 1 don't believe there is a he 

angel in heaven that can beat him 
plunking a harp and I know none of 
them can bent her playing a fiddle. 

Peoria. Ind. Ter — Please find |LM 
I l'.'i for subscription- $1.1". for Dot; 
Kennel and ten cents for Kidder s 
Virgin Mary. Aa'o send r 



ruly — ANDRBV 
White Hall. 111.- 



il'.VIlll 



I Me> 



office 



.1.1.1 



long, encloses post 
live dollars to help on the good work. 
Hoping you will gel OUf M the wilder 
ness before long. 1 remain, your truly. 
MAJOR (SILLER 

Cincinnati. ().— Dear Jim Kudosed 
you will find the necessary William 
ihat is inv little contribution towards 

tiding you ov.r the tittle Bnanctal 



tit i 



H 



irth 



average this \ 
on the solid rock of solv. 
fake your old uncle's ndvlc. 
the old ship founder rathe, 
ahaudoi that rock again, 
not move up my subscript i. 



paper, and 
may extent 
ndded. 
Why the 



Hoi 



Land. 



Wh 



. .. the Blad. 
timet. I have a good fee ing for 
lucky. My father was boTfl la 
lucky, and my mother-in-law. v 
maiden name was Perkins, livi 
Lexington -W. W. THOMAS. 



PROPOSED METHOD FORSUSTAINING THE BLADE 

BY COMMITTEE ORCANIZED IN CINCINNATI, DECEMBER S, 1903. 

The entire eos| of |.ntliii._r in the Tiinotjive was: 

For Linotype $3,150 

Extra Fixtures. Metal, etc 450 

Total $3,600 

The extra fi\tiiri»*. etc., hwo nil been paid, and $1,610 lias been paid on the 

linotype leaving W notes jn| nf" $74, and of with interest, to be paid. 

Those note-, with interest, iniike about $79 to be paid monthly for the next '.'l 
month-. 

Owing to so many niton ben paving but 50 cents for the paper and about eight 
hunder to one thousand who do not' pay at all. the paper itself is barely sustaining. 
In order for it to live, the ntttta on the linotype must be met. and once being paid 
off, the Blade \ull l.e on ,i V and linn foundation, and will never again he oom- 
peled I,, gat amietanee. xmv th- question is. How is 'mis OBLIGATION TO 
UK MKT. 

THE FOLLOWING PROPOSITION IS SUBMITTED 

Which i.- based upon a purely business principle. Let each subscriber who 

.I. . in- the Blade to live advance one dollar, t<> be properly credited on the i kt 

of the Blade, which will extend his time one year longer than the regular expiration. 
This yon will perceive is only advancing your Ruhecription, and there is no gift or 
charity in the net. 

BUT THIS IS NOT ENOUGH 

Unless ..very one would advance g dollar which cannot be hoped for. For this 
reason, thoae who are anxious for the Blade to live, must assist the undersigned, 
in getting just one additional subscriber for the Blade at $1. If he canuot get 
a subscriber now. he 040 send a name at any hitter period, or he can eui|>ower the 
undersigned committee to furnish ■ name who will send the paper to colleges, 
public libraries, etc. Hut he must send this dollar with his own subscription AT 
ONCE to the ollice of the Blade. Now you understand the proposition: ONE 
DOLLAR 'l(> BE ADVANCED FOR Y<H R SUBSCRIPTION AND ONE 
DOLLAR FOR A NEW SUBSCRIBER. This is your part of it. 

NOW THE COMMITTEE PROPOSES 

To aid to the extent of its ability, both morally and financially, and by whatso- 
ever menus it can employ to sustain the publication. 

The committee will lie active in inducing those who are able, to render mater- 
ial aid, in excess to tbat which is proposed. Tlv thus working altogether, with an 
active committee in charge, the debt can be lifted. There is no time to be lost, and 
if vou intend lo assist the committee, do it now. bv sending TWO DOLLARS (or 
more if you enn) no designated above to the office of the Blade. 



.IAMBS B. HITCHES, Lexington. Kv. 
T J. WYSC'A ftVER. Ci-ielnnati. Ohio 
ADOL-PH KAPI.UM, Cincinnati. Old 
M. A. KRONE. Cincinnati, Ohio 
J. B. WILSON, C 
II I. M S MAIIKS. qineiunati, Ohio. 



jOKKl'HINB f 



IPes 

7 



MOFIKIS SACHS. Cincinnati. Ohio. 
LEWIS KOLK. Cincinnati. Ohio. 
CHAS B BRAI N Cincinnati. Ohio 
M. WAMSLEY. Cincinnati. Ohio. 
M. J. CUNNING. Cincinnati. Ohio. 
M. KAUFMAN, Lexin 



,Y, Versall'es Ky C BI'CH AC.NANI Lexington, Ky. 



ONE-WAY COLONISTS TICKETS 
via 

QUEEN A CRESCENT ROUTE. 

To Kansas, Colorado. Missouri, N«w 
ico. Tifckets will be sold on the 
and third Tuesdays of each 
month until April 19, 1904. at reduced 
rates. For information apply to agent 
or O. E. Clarke, T. P. A.. 83 E. Male 
St.. Lexineton. Ky. 

Are you thinking of taking a trip to 
the Pacific coast? From Septemt.pr 
I5th to November 30th the Rock Is- 
makes an exceptionally low rate. 
Information may be hr.d by ad- 
Itag O. D. Bacon. U. P. A., Cincin- 
Ohio. 



A PENNY 

Invested In a Postal Card may be th« 
means of saving yt 



WEST AND NORTH-WEST 



- LUCY WATERS PHELPS 



you cheek for $ii Give me credit 
for one on my subscript ion to K'lade 

ami use the other ire for roar own 
benefit piente bare Mr Moore to 

send me a pebble from, the Orient. 
May yourself ami Hie Blade live loan 

ami nroaper BDMTJND fry 



Bpeelal friend when In need if not 
"indeed."— OEORC.E WILLIAM I will- 
ing MCOR.MICK. IE. 

Scipio. Utah.— t have just read the ! IX 
proposition of the sustaining commit- 1 se 
tee and agreeable with same. I hereby ta 
enclose five dollars as mv inbaorip- j w. 
lion has just expiied two dollars wi I I Ss 
extend my Blade two years from Dee. I pc 
1st. one dollar for Blade one year tolas 
the address of J P. (Iriinning. of thUI|OG 
place, one dollar for wbicli send me | Y< 
Dog Kennel, scyenly-tive cents for „f 
which send me Catechism by M. M. Iff .... 
Itangaaaarta, <doth bound, which will | Magai 
leave twenty-five cents poatage. bong llkn 
live the Blue Class Blade. Moore and, 
Httghee.— OLE MADSEN. 



FOR SUPPORT OF THE BLADE. 




Will have on sale daily until Novem- 
ber 30 exceptionally low colonist rate* 
to the above territory. 

HOME SEEKERS 

Tickets will also be sold on the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month up 
to April, 1904, to points in the 

WEST US SOUTH-WEST 

"ul Information as to Rates. Time 
Trains, etc., can be obtained by ad- 
dressing 

W, E. bMITH, D. G. EDWARDS, 
Trav. Pars. Agt. Pass. Traf. Mgr. 



Frisco vSystem 

—WILL HAVhi ON SALE AT— 

St Louis CQ. Memphis 

CHEAP ONE-WAY and ROUND 
TRIP Homeseekers' Rates. 
FIRST AND THIRD TUESDAYS Of 
EACH MONTH. 

To ARKANSAS, MISSOURI. KAN- 
SAS, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, IN- 
DIAN TERRITORY and TEXAS 

For rates and information a 



H. I McG.'IRE, W. R. POWE. 
Tr. Pass Agent, General Agent, 
CINCINNATI. OHIO. 



KOREA GINSENG NURSERY, 



) FOR PLANTING A 



—Office and Nursery at— 
ETNA, Pulaski County, KY. 




Rtttee and in DOOM Mr. R. Bor-| CI 
of Douglas. Ga.. one of llie f>r. i 
e s ground Moor subscribers and a ' a jri 
mal ilioiiRht well wisher, and he i And 



•IT WOULD BE A CALAMITY" 

Iowa. — 1 quite agree with; Albion. Idaho. Dec. 9th. IScl. 

l that f2 is Utile enough f. r B in- QraH Blade: 

subscription to the Blade. I [ Be e. by the last Issue that the 
arara It, although my suli- Blade is in danger of suspending for 
paid upto March I Star., en the lack of funds. That would be a 
t calamity to the 'cause It advo- 




dve 



nes I will send 
the nioiiev for them. I should have 
got them to v.ui before Ibis time, but 
my age— 74 y.urs— is something of a 
drawback I am losing energy and 
have to look to the running of my 

I should think Bro. Moore should 



ew Ifadiaoo, ind Frlenda M 

Hughes - Willi this I hand you 
Please set my subscription two 
! reara ahead, and the ba mice. II is 
! for Mr Hughes. 1 hope this will .1. 
'you a llltle good. Have you binder! 
I tot' the Blade.' I want to I. ind mine 
! Hoping all filings good for the Blade. 

. i an roura- for h. h. 
; BLIZA W. HAINES 



more, was the little speech he made, 
like this: "Yes I'll chip In to a truth- 
ful and ratkXMU cause, and car. much 
better afford lo put up a paltrj two 
did'ars to keep a paper a.ive for all 
ue. than to put up from ten to tlfty 
llars each rear to keep some sky 
alive and lying, as liny all -or about 
al.— do, and as their willing dupes 
do 1 . 

I enclose a'so a Baptist S.uulay 
school lesson and questions winch >*u 
will kindly place in next issue at tho 
Blade and with this lesson as a text 

ibject. i. throngl 



MRS 



,■ the . 



is .ash is bevond tain the paper. Enclosed please 
.,, Then are surely: I wo do lars In response to sann 
sorie well-to-do Atheis's lhal sab- would like to have done better and 
scribe for the Blade lhal will ii.it let only hope all friends of the Blade can 
vour m i for aid go iiuheaded. | see Ibeinse'ves able to do as much 

The cnly wav I ac. it lor Hie Hut a little from all counts In the 

Inkewarmness of .he average Atheist aggregate. The B'ade Is deserving of 
s his cowardice Will, the exception !,. tier luck .ban ... suspend, so. let all 
0 ; a few isolated communities. 1 do the friends rally and respond relative 



. Hot 



. Mrs 



year gift to the Blade I am living in 
hope to see the salt of the earth at 
St. Louis next summer. O how I 
will be dleanpolnted If all who are 
able to come do not show up. And 
let each one get ready lo say some 
thing if it he ever so little, that all 



■ the,' 



for 



I suggest that each subscriber eon- 
tribute |B, more or less according to 
means, without delay, and for that 
purpose I enclose money order for 
IS. 1 hope the Blade will continue and 
prosper. I want one of Dr. Wi son's 
i about the Rome Congress. 

A. BURSTROM 



more such gatherings, so I would like 
lo meet Infidels of all grades there — 
J \ QRHBNH1LL 



DEATH OF MRS. ADELAIDE FISK 



r Blue ( 



I Blade: 



li write an article (or Rational and 
dlectual mind. heart, ear. eye, 
in. nerve and conscience instrue- 
i and opening. Bach of their ai- 
l's to he of less than two Blade 



! $1 I 



1 0 th 



e the 



special obligations lo all live of these 
persons The Utile prize to lie award- 
ed according to the Judgment of oil 
B ade readers who have from the re- 
offer by you. sent in the 



[>t Ion to the Blade. I enclose an 
unit of tho death of Mrs. A. Fiskfc 
taken from the Hayden Republican. 
Mrs Kiske was a member of the N. L 
Jso a subscriber lo the Blade, 
lie funeral address was delivered 
Mrs Emma Peck of Hayden. 
LAURA RilSCO STANTON 
spaper account closes 



II . 



the 



it the 



Bdltor Mo 
and 0. Buchagnani. of Lexington, Ky. 
So hoping that by the lime (his offer 
has been printed and circulated, and 
the said five articles (all In one pa- 
per I have been printed and pnss.il up- 
on. the Blade will have received suffi- 
cient two dollar Willies from work- 
ing and willing sources to place It 
clear of debt. ' 



foil. IV 



"Mrs. 



ft I 



ATTENTION KENTUCKIANS! 

Special Train for Davenport, Lincoln 
County, Oklahoma. Decern- ' 
ber 15th. 

The town, while only six weeks old. 
is shown poaalbllltlea of a great fu- 
ire. Its population has steadily 
rown from the opening day. With 
U' tlnest climate, a splendid agrlcu 
tural country, this will soon lie amor 
the leading towns of the great Soul 
west. A greater variety of crops ca 
not be produced any part of Anie 
lea. It has Hie advantage of the 
greatest railroad facilities, being at 
the crossing of the Frisco and Santa 
Be All products Had a market at the 
highest prices In this place, being 
shipped to such centers as St. Louis 

Now is the lime to take advantage 
of the following liberal offer: Parties 
buying as much as Three Hundred 
Dollars worth of property in Daven 
port, for cash, will be furnished a 
free round-trip ticket to Davenport. 
Town lots and farms can be had at 
the most reasonab'e prices. 



THE WELL-KNOVi'N PHYSICIAN 

Cares Where Others Fail. 

FOR PROOP READ HIS BOOK. 

rrlr.1tri.li.il,! r ..-i,-..' Hi Mljlr 

"xiM « II- .11 •!!!••- »•! U~* *>>' 

*?d *?k!!!.''l'i*"l" : "--AlAr'-vl !.-K-.-a. 5 .f 
"'~SS, D[ |; ,.. FH,U)W«, 

aa saw ttala bit 1 1. Vloeland, N. J. 



-ur. miowa nas, for a number of 
years held an enviable reputation in 
the medical line, and has made a 
specialty of a number of diseases, 
thereby becoming familiar w/ith the.i 
and enabling him L ^ treat them suc- 
cessfully. He Is well-known as a pro- 
nounced advocate in all lines of free- 
thought, and stand* wall In hie pro- 



TrtE BEST LINE 



frieni 

her many sterling qualities and 
character. Charitable and kind 
ber friends found in her a refuge in 
time of trouble. Broad in her views 
of life she saw the good In all, and 
overlooked their fallings. She was a 
good and faithful wife, 
loving mother and a 
raiihful friend. Her abs 
deeply mourned in the h. 
kind face will be missed by the entire ~ 

neighborhood. The sympathy of th J I Davenport, Oklahoma. 
ent.ro comunity is extended to the When you purchase ticket 

lu their hour of af- your own home Ticket Agent, ask for 
|" 



luiew via the Frisco System. 




W.«*4o.lr.«l;.v«v...l:. L.,.».illr|{*il«l| 

\ ONLY LfMETOTHE ~~ 

{FAMOUS HcMTtl 'ffl#m ) 




J* 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 
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TOM PAINE 



It IHOWN, FROM HIS OWN WRIT- 
ING, TO BE NEARER "ORTHO- 
DOX" THAN THE AVER- 
AGE CULTIVATED 
PREACHER OF 
TO-DAY. 

Tktmu Paine has been labelled "a 
SHhy little Atheist." In a biography 
•I Oouveneur Morris by a graduate of 
Harvard Collego. Theodore Roosevelt 
formerly Governor of New York, now 
President o fthe United States. 

This so-called filthy little Atheist 
«u lire feet ten Inches In height and 
wm the honored guest of three Pres- 
ident*. Washington at Rocky Hill and 
Talley Forge, Thomas Jefferson at 



months, and James Monroe while he 
wm the United States Mln'"" 
th. Court of France. 

Had the Harvard graduati 
tka precaution to have read the Age 
•f Reason he would have found writ- 
ten "'I believe in one God and hope 
fsr happiness beyond this life." 

Had he read his will made six 
■onths before his death he would 
save read these words: "I die in per- 
fset composure and resignation to 
tkt will of my creator-God" 

No Philadelphia grammar scl 
key would call such a man an Athe- 
ist. 

The State of New oYrk has fur- 
nished Mr. Paine with three biogra- 
•hsrs, Cheetham. Vail and the Rev. 
llsncure D. Conway, and this after- 
noon the clergyman who Is to address 
us will no doubt tell us what a great 
Infidel Mr. Paine was, and how ho 
•ried out in his agony for the saving 
«race of Jesus Christ, and that his 
•Id house where he died had been 
replaced with a Bible publishing 
house etc. I hope, however, that he 
will give his authori* • for any 
Mats ae may make as that wi 
understanding with the chairman be- 
fore beginning the argument. 

I will relate an anecdote about Mr. 
Palte. He was sitting in the parlor 
•f his humble cottage In New York 
when an old neighbor called to see 
Sim returning a copy of his famous 
Sook the Age of Reason, which 
statid he had read, remarking that 
whatever doubts he had about the In- 
spiration of the BiblS had been re- 
move! Well, replied Mr. Paine, I am 
very glad. I can now die contented 
with having made at least one Chris- 



Twentieth Century Christian. 

The twentieth century Christian 
*aee not believe all that Is contained 
iB the Bible, hut if he is a Protestant 
swlleves that which appeals tc 
•articular faith. There are Baptists, 
••cond Adventlsts, Feet Washers, 
•mints of Christ, Dowleltes. 
•rites, Faith Curlsts, Tolstoyites. 
Anarchists and two kinds of Salvation 
"Army. w T h6 So ntrrnimj-otre-tat" 
These curious phases of Chris 
and Christianity believe in some part 
•f the Bible which appeals to their 
private judgment. 

The Age of Reason contains all 
that Is moral, all that is human, mer- 
•lful and Just that Is In the Bible. 
It is a book that can be read from 
•ever to cover by the fireside without 
enuBing a blush upon the cheek of 
ssodesty. It is a book that can be 
sent through the mall. Can the I 
»• said of the Bible? It is the book, 
secording to Daniel Webster, that in- 
spired Stephen Girard to found that 
magnificent college where there are 
new sixteen hundred orphans being 
•■nested. 



_ of the 
■lble. He believed In the moral and 
ethical teachings of Jesus Christ. He 
■•lleved in an Allwlse just and mercl- 
fsl God ind the teachings of the Bible 
he believed in. He put these into 
practice in his daily lue and they 
were his comfort and solace in his 
afn. He died serenely at over three 
ssork years and ten. The teachings of 
Thomas Paine led to the founding of 
tie first Theistic church In New York 
and Paris and wa sthe progenator of 
the Unitarian and Universalist 
•hurche8 of the United States. 

• is Net Believe in Poligamy or Free 

Thomas Paine did not believe 
••ligamy or free love. He says: 
I "Seven hundred wives and three 
hundred concubines are worse than 
sane, and. however it may carry with 
it this appearance of heightened en- 
Jeyment, it defeats all the felicity of 
'affection by leaving It no point to 
nx upon. Divided love is never happy. 
This was the case with Solomon, and 
il be could not, with all his preten- 
tions to wiBdom, discover It before- 
hand, he merited, unpitied, the morti- 
fication he afterward endured. In 
this point of view, his preaching is 
unnecessary, because, to know the 
erasequences, it is only necessary to 
know the cause. Seven hundred 
wives and three hundred concubines 
would have stood in place of the 
whole book. It was needless, after 
this, to say that all was vanity and 
Taxation, of spirit; for It is impossible 
te derive happlnesB from the company 
•f those whom we deprive of happl- 



science, that never grows gray, wai 
always his mistress. He was neve: 
without an object, for when we ceasi 
to have an object, we become an in 
valid In a hospital waiting for death.' 

Love Your Enemies. 

"Those who preach this doctrine of 
loving their enemies are in general 
the greatest persecutors, and they act 
consistency by so doing; for the doc- 
trine Is hypocritical, and It is natural 
that hypocrisy should act the reverse 
of what ft preaches. For my own 
part I disown the doctrine, and con- 
sider It as a feigned or fabulous mor- 
ality: yet the man does not exist that 
can say I have persecuted him, or any 
set of men, either in the American 
Revolution, or in the French Revolu- 
tion; or that I have, In any case, re- 
turned evil for evil. But it Is not in- 
cumbent on man to reward a bad ac- 
tion with a good one, or to return 
good for evil; and whenever It is 
done, it is a voluntary act, and not 
a duty. It is also absurd to suppose 
that such doctrine can make any part 
of a revealed religion. We imitate 
the moral character of the Creator 
by forbearing -^ith each other, for 
he forbears with all; but this doctrine 
woumi Imply that he loved man, not 
in proportion as he was good, but as 
he was bad. 

"If we consider the nature of 
condition here, we must see there is 
no occasion for such a thing as re- 
vealed religion. What is it we want 
to know? Does not the creation, the 
universe we behold, preach to us the 
existence of an Almighty Power that 
governs and regulates the whole" 
And is not the evidenco that this crea 
tion holds out to our senses infinltelj 
stronger than anything we can reac 
in afbook that any Impostor might 
make, and call the word of God? As 
for Morality ,the knowledge of it ex- 
ists i 

Here ... 

Almighty Power is sufficiently dem- 
onstrated to us, though we cannot 
conceive, as It Is imposslbh 
should, the nature and manner of Its 
existence. We cannot conceive how 
we came here ourselves, and yet 
know for a fact that we are here. We 
must know also that the power " 
called us into being, can, if he please 
and when he pleases, call us to ac- 
count for the manner in which we 
have lived here; and, therefore, wlth- 
seeking any other motive for the 
belief, it is rational to believe that he 
~ for we know beforehand that 
n. The probability of the thing 
is all that we ought to know; for If 
we knew It as a fact, we should be 
the mere slaves of terror; our belief 
would have no merit, and our best 
tions no virtue. 

"Deism, then .teaches us, without 
the possibility of being deceived, all 
that Is necessary or proper to be 
known. The creation Is the Bible of 
the Diest. He tnere reads, in the 
handwriting of the Creator himself, 
the certainty of his existence and the 
immutability of his power, and all 
other Bibles and Testaments are to 
him forgeries. The probability that 
•°s?,js»Z- b.« called _to account hereaf-_ 
ter will, to a reflecting mind, have 
the Influence of belief; for it Is not 
our belief or disbelief that can make 
or unmake the fact. As this is the 
state we are In, and which It Is prop- 
er we should be in as free agents, It 
is the fool only, and not the philoso- 
pher or even the prudent man, that 
would live as if there were no God. 

The Word of God. 

"It Is only In the Creation that all 
our ideas and conceptions of a word 
unite. The Creation 
speaketh an universal language. Inde- 
pendently of human speech or human 
language, multiplied and various as 
they may be. It is an ever-existing 
original, which every man can read. 

forged; It cannot be 
counterfeited: It cannot be lost; It 
canr.ot be altered; It cannot be sup- 
pressed. It does not depend upon the 
will of man whether it shall be pub- 
lished or not: It publishes Itself from 
one end of the earth to the other. It 
preaches to all nations and to all 
worlds; and this word of God 
to man all that Is necessary for man 
to know of God. 

. rom the time T was capable of 
icelving an Idea and acting upon It 
reflection, I either doubted the 
truth of the Christian system 
thought It to be a strange affair: I 
careely knew which it was, but I 
■ell remember, when 
ight years of age. hearing a sermon 
Bad by a relation of mine, who 
great devotee of the church, upon the 
Meet of what Is called redemption 
by the death of the Son of God. After 
the sermn was ended, I went Into the 
garden, and as I was going down the 
garden steps I revolted at the recol- 
lection of what I had heard, and 
thought to myself that it was making 
God Almighty act like a passionate 
Man." 



■ fui 



• says: 



ply, even with the most distant disr 
sped, to the real character of Josi 
Christ. He was a virtuous and an ar 
iable man. The morality that he 
preached and practised was of the 
most benevolent kind; and though 
similar systems of morality had been 
preached by Confucius, and by some 
of the Greek philosophers many years 
before; by the Quakers since; and 
by many good men in all ages, it bas 
not been, exceeded by any." 

Thomas Paine has never criticised 
anything , the B'ble that was 
or humane. He frequently quotes pas- 
sages that are cruel but none that 



Pamc 



Estimate of Jesus Christ. 



"To be happy in old age, it is neces 
sary that we accustom ourselves to 
•ejects that can accompany the mind 
all the way through life, and that we 
take the rest as good in their day. 
The mere man of pleasure is misera- 
hle in old age, and the mere drudge in 
buelness Is but little better; whereas, 
natural philosophy, mathematical and 
mechanical science, are a continual 
source of tranquil pleasure, and in 
spite of the gloomy dogmas of priests 
and of superstition, the study of these 
things is the true theology; it teaches 
man to know and to admire the Crea- 
tor, for the principles of science are 
in the creation, and are unchangeable 
and of divine origin. 

Those who knew Benjamin Frank- 
lin vlll recollect that his mind was 
•ter young, his temper ever serene; 



"That such a person as Jesus Christ 
existed, and that he was crucified, 
which was the mode of execution at 
day. are historical relations 
tly within the limits of probabll- 
He preached most excellent mor- 
. and the equality of man; but he 
preached also against the corruptions 
: of the Jewish priests, 
and this brought upon him the hatred 
" vengeance of the whole order of 
priesthood. The accusation which 
those priests brought against him 
was that of sedition and conspiracy 
against the Roman government, 
which the Jews were then subject 
and tributary; and It is not improba- 
ble that the Roman government might 
have some secret apprehensions of 
the effects of bis doctrine, as well as 
the Jewish priests; neither is it Im- 
probable that Jesus Christ bad in 
contemplation the delivery of the Jew- 
ish nation from the bondage of the 
Romans. Between the two, however, 
this virtuous reformer and revolution- 
ist lost his life. 

"It is upon this plain narrative of 
facts, together with another case I 
am going to mention, that the Chris- 
tian Mycologists, calling themselves 
the Christian Church, have erected 
their fable, which, for absurdity and 



There are said to be over 
dred passages that are unfll 
In a public house. 

In the first part of his Age of Rea- 
son, written from memory, he qui 
from the Bible: "Therefore, kill 
ery male among the little ones, and 
kill every woman that hath known t 
man by lying with him; but all th. 
women-children, that have not KBOwl 
a man by lying with him, keep allv 
for yourselves." / 

"Among the detestable villians tha 
in any period of the world have dis- 
graced the name of man, it is Impos- 
sible to find a greater than J" 
this account be true. Here 1 
der to butcher the boys to r 
the mothers, and debauch the 

"Let any mother put hersel 
situation of those mothers; one child 
murdered, another destined to vii 
tion, and herself in the hands of 
executioner; let any daughter put 1 
self In the situation of those daugh- 
ters, destined as a prey to the mur- 
derers of a mother and a brother, and 
what will be their feelings? It is In 
vain that we attempt to impose upon 
nature, for nature will have her 
course, and the religion that tortures 
■■ her social ties is a false religion." 
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posed upon. But when I see through- 
out the greater part of this book 
scarcely anything but a history of 
grossest vices and a collection of the 
most paltry and contemptible tales 
I cannot dishonor my Creator by call- 
ing It by his 

"If we permit ourselves to conceive 
right ideas of things, we must neces- 
sarily affix the idea, not only of un- 
changeableness. but of the 
possibility of any change talii 
by any means or accident ' 
that which we would ho 
! name of the word of ( 
therefore the word of God ca 
1st in any written or human language. 

"They will now find that I have fur- 
nished myself with a Bible and Tes 
tament; and I can say also that I 
have found them to be much wo 
books than I had conceived. If I hi 
erred in anything in the former p 
of the Age of Reason, it has been 
speaking better of some parts of those 
books than they have deserved." 

The question is and I hope 
learned friend will prove that the 
statement made by Paine is untrue. 
The Age of Reason has given 
nomas Paine literary immorality. It 
now a religious classic having sur- 
vey the criticism of a century. The 
■guments are now used by the high- 
er critics of to-day. Dr. Conway, 
Paine's best biographer, stateB that 
there are thirty-six eo temporary re 
plies now in the British Museum 
Peter Eckler of New York, informed 
me last year that he sold 50,ono cop- 
ies of the Age of Reason In Australia. 

In conclusion I say with Thomas 
Paine that any system of religion 
that has anything In it that shocks 
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JAMES B. ELLIOTT. 



A DYING DOCTOR 



Says Use Less Beer and Tobacco and 
Give the Money to Support 
the Blade. 

Cincinnati. O.. Dec. 13, 1903. 
Mr. Charles C. Moore: 

Dear Friend— The B'ade come yes 
terday. I read the letter written by 
luspenslon of the Blade." 
subscription was out on 
December 3rd. I would have sent It 
before now but I was sick and I am 
not expected to live more than one or 
two days longer, but, Charley, I am 
ready for the change. I am Just your 
age .except a few days. I got a fall 
and fractured two ribs and some oth- 
er serious bruises and It Is doing Its 
work. Please give my love to all. It 
Is not often that one writes his ex- 
pected death. I do hope that the de- 
■" ' nk less 



HOMESEEKER'S 
EXCURSION 

—Via— 

QUEEN an 0 CRESCENT 



(From Sioux City Journal.) 
DIVINE IN DISGRACE. 



Burlington. Io., Dec.9.— Zionc Evan- 
gelical congregation, of Burlington, 
Is without a poster, and thereby 
hangs a tale of sensation which bas 
stirted Gcrmau church circles in Bur- 
lington to an extraordinary degree. 

Rev. Mr. Pessell came to Burling- 
ton from Fort Madison a few months 
ago and took up the ministry in Zlon 
church here. He brought with him 
wife and four lovely little child- 
He was sucri ssful In his work 



Cruelty. 

•Whenever we read the obscene 
stories, the voluptuous debaucheries, 
the cruel and torturous execi " 
the unrelenting vlndlctlveness, 
which more than half the Bible is 
filled, It would be more cons 
that we called it the word of 

.than the word of God. It Is a 
history of wickedness that has served 
to corrupt and brutalize mankind: 
and, for my part, I sincerely detest 
" as I detest everything that is cruel. 

'The only sect that has not perse- 
cuted are the Quakers; and the only 
eason that can be given for it is. 
hat they are rather Deists than 
Christians. They do not believe much 
about Jesus Christ, and they call the 
scriptures a dead letter. Had they 
called them by worse name, they had 
been nearer the truth." 

"Did the book called the Bible 
el in purity If Ideas and express 
Jl the books that are now extani 
he world, I would not take it for my 
rule Of filth, as .bei ng the wqcd oflals in 
God, because the possibility would was a 

nevertheless exist of my being lm- church members went to his homi 



with 1 

One night last wee- the pastor at- 
tended a meeting of the church con- 
gregation. Shortly after his return 
home word was received by the mem- 
he congregation that he had 
been stricken with a sudden Illness 
ind had fallen down stairs and had 
seriously Injured himself, and had 
ieen taken to the hospital. Anxious 
nquiries were made at all the hospit- 
Hie c i^~ Rev. Mr. Pessel 
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but found It dark and the family gone. 

Doubts were aroused by these circum- 
stances, and an investigation 
aHgurated. No trace of the pastor 
could be found for several days. 

Meanwhile ugly rumors began 
circulate, and it developed that Rev. 



Pesi 



in Km 



Mad I 



illted 



has been 

that Rev. Mr. Pessell is with 
friends in Quincy 111. He claims that 
e Is innocent of the charges, but has 
laced his resignation in the hands of 
he church here. 



A BOILER MAKER 
Hammers in Some Rivets That Will 



les C. Moore: 

ar Sir— Enclosed you will find $1 
receipt of which you will please 
me two or three copies of Kid- 
Vingin Mary and Sacrament, 
and keep the change to help the 
Blade. But all I have got to depend 
lpon is my day's work and I am try- 
ng to pay for a house by monthly 
>ayments and ran hardly make both 

But I hope you will be able to 
Inue the paper, and would help If I 
could, for I reaize that if the Blade 
should die it would be a serious blow 
le cause of humanity. It believe 
sefulness could be enhanced If 



iglon is built, and Infidels shou d, at 
all times, point out its inconsistencies 
iBd absurdities, in order to prove that 
it was written by ignorance and bru- 
tal men. and not worthy of the confl- 
uence and reverence of men and wo- 
men of to-day, and, by argument and 
ridicule, knock out the foundation and 
ihe superstructure will fall. 

But. of late, it seems af If the H ade 
,vas Interested in everything except 

We have what a bad man Teddy 
Roosevelt is, and how the two 
political parties are rotten, and 
see the beauties of Socialism pictured 
In glowing words, but what of the 
Bible? 

ur paper seems to be letting that 



Virgin" and "Rubber Neck Da\ 
hich show the absurdities of the 
old book, which should .at all times, 
lie the bone of contention. 

I would like to see the Blade live 
and become a greater power than it 
and I would like to see it placed 



» lei 



cigar a 



1 by 



Kind 

stamps for what I am back. I a 
weary and must rest. Good bye. 

H. W. HENDRICKS SI. D. 
Comment— And still the Christians 
tell about the horrible death bed 
scenes of Infidels. 



Send for five postal cards and help 
increase the circulation of tha Blue 
extravagane, is not exceeded by any- Grass Blade. , 
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inn ye: 
stick t< 

I have written this after a nam 
day's work as a boiler maker's help- 
er, and will ask you to look over poor 
writing, but you can publish this let 
ter if you want to. and, In answer, 
you can make tun of bad spelling and 
bad grammar If you want 
uiember that It is wrtten 



Blade's future ruecess. I am, sin- 
cerely your friend, 

CHARLB8 EVANS. 

-While the grammar and 
spelling of that letter are unusually 
good, the handwriting Is what we 
might naturally expect from a hard 
laboring man, and far be it from me 
to criticise adversely the manuscript 
of any man that Is bad because Its 
taking his living by honest 

readers of the Blade would 
that I do not expose the bad 
grammar and bad spelling of any man 
except those of some fellow who 
thinks he knows It all, and evidently 
does not, and undertakes to have a 
■ fun. all to himself, by ripping 
me up the back. 

n I was a boy I wanted to be 
kamlth but my parents spoiled 
night have been a good black- 
by making a preacher out of 
ie of f -i e moet worthless of all 

mtSS. 



vice In stemming the tide, but I am 
making nothing— I am not only mak- 
ing nothing but am losing some, 
though I am expecting the winter 
months to make that up. 

Should you really have to discon- 
tinue the Blade, I may be able to 
help you In the way of filling out your 
unexpired terms. But, really, I am ex- 
pecting you to go on with your work, 
and by and by the great and richly 
laden Liberal ship will come into port. 
Then we editors will add banking to 
our other business. This Is our day of 
trial and tribulation and as I bars 
had no other I am hoping to have yet 
a better day. 

Assuring you and Mr. Hughes of 



a more hopeful prospect. I remain, 
Yours truly. 

J. D. SHAW. 



A part of the criticism of this broth- 
er Is, for some issues of the Blade, 
and especially some time ago. only 
too true, and another part of his crit- 
icism I think is too hard on the Blaae 
and hardly fair, and I will Just leave 
the Blade's readers to Judge which 
Is which and which isn't. 
If this paper and the ci 



orking people stand by them. 

MY NAMESAKE 

Charles Moore Ragsdale, of De Van's 
Bluff, Ark., Looks Just Llks • 
Little Bob Ingorsoll. 

De Vall's Bluff, Ark., Dec. 13, 1903. 
Mr. Charles C. Moore: 

Dear Friend and Brother— The en- 
closed Is a photograph of a young man 
arrived at our home on July list, 
and he has been christened 
Charles Moore Ragsdale. 

I shall use all my endeavors 
teach him that 'There is no darkness 
but Ignorance; no devil but fear." 

Hoping that he may live to emulate 
the example of the "Grand Old Heath- 
en" and that he will fully represent 
his name and that ho will wear it to 
the credit of all, I am always your 
friend and sister In the Interest of 
Truth and Reason. 

MRS. LDLA A. RAGSDALE. 

Comment— That Is the highest 
compliment that any human being 
can pay any other. In all the Incen- 
tives to right and honorable living 
that have ever been brought to bear 
upon me there is none so great as 
the fact that people thus, In different 
of the United States, whom I 
saw, are willing to name their 
?n for my wife and me. 

will cost my wife a silver 
with "C. M. R." on It, and me a 
it "Dog Fennel in the Orient' 
ny dedication to my dear little 
ake Charles Moore Ragsdale In 
it ,and both for Christmas presents. 

And now I am going to tell you a 
story about that baby's picture. Of 
course I am prejudiced In his favor 
but I am going to tell you the truth, 
all the same. Millions of people have 
seen the picture of Ingersoll holding 
his baby grand child on his knee, and 
I suppose almost everybody has no- 
ticed the remarkable resemblance of 
the baby to his grandfather. Well 

"sature about little 



Ingersoll, 

bald head and all, than Ingersoll's 
own grand child does. 
I have fastened the picture up on 
ie wall of our parlor at "Quaker- 
acre." and have pasted the beautifully 
written letter Just above the picture. 
The laugh on the face of little Charley 
is enough to make a dog laugh. 



" Gainesville, Fla., IhH. 18th" 1SI03. ' 
To Mr. Charles C. Moore: 

Dear Sir: — I have read your pro- 
posal for each subscriber to the Blade 
to forward, at once, S2 to pay off the 
Indebtedness of the Blade; so here 
goes my $2 

I want one dollar to pay for one 
year's subscription to the Blade for 
F. X. Miller, of Gainesville, Fla., and 
the other dollar to pay for one year 
after my subscription to the Blade 
has run out, which I believe, will be 
about August next. It was a gift of 
Mr. Bashaw in a club of five citizens 
of Gainesville. Fla. 

If the Blade goes under I shall not 
hold you responsible for the money. 

I am a poor man and feel that I am 
not able to make this contribution, 
but 1 cannot bear to see the Blade 
go down. With best wishes I am, 
your friend, WM. H. BRACBY. 



FORBIDS TEACHING BY 

RELIGIOUS ORDERS 

Premier Combes' Bill Would Entail 
th. Closing of More Than 3,000 



FROM BROTHER J. D. SHAW 

OF THE 8EARCH LIGHT 

Waco, Texas, Dec. 11th. 1903. 
Dear Mr. Moore: 

I see, by last Blade, you threaten 
to quit unless the friends pay up. I 
hope they will come up liberally and 
but re- 1 that the mountain now la your way 
the knd- will prove to be only a molehill, 
liest spirit and with best wlsheB for| I wish I could render you some ier- 



Paris, Dec. 16— Premier 
to-day communicated to the Council 
of Ministers the text of a bill forbid- 
ding a 1 teaching by the religious or- 
ders, even those now actually author- 
ized, which will be presented In the 
Chamber of Deputies Friday next. The 
purpose of the measure Is to abrogate 
the existing legislation permitting 
teaching by the authorized religious 
orders. The bill provides for 
solution, accompanied by the 
tration of property of such I 
tions as exist solely for the 
of teaching and for the partial seques- 
>t the property of those con- 
gregations which, In addition to teach- 
ing, also conduct hospitals for the in- 
digent. 

Five years are allowed for the com- 
plete carrying out of the proposed 
law, the adoption of which will entail 
the closing of 1,299 schools for boys, 
2,196 school bulldlngB, where glrlB are 
taught and all the schools conducted 
by the Christian brothers. The bill 
also provides for the enlargement of 
the public schools conducted by the 
State. It is estimated that the com- 
plete operation of the Permer's plan 
will cost the Btate 16,000,000. 

Comment.— France has tried the 
Catholics for centuries and knows 
them, and is not willing to let them 
teach the children of that country, 
even when they have, in connection 
with their schools, "hospitals for the 
:digeni." 

The people are now leaving there 
and are flocking to the United States, 
and especially to Kentucky, where 
tbey are going Into the monasteries 
around Bttrdstown, Ky., and they are 
going to build a monastery near Cin- 
cinnati for monks and nuns from 
France. 

They will cruau us out If we don't 
cruBh them out. You pays your 
money and you takes your choice. 

The second edition of Dog Fennel 
Is now being mall*l out Send your 
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